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COLOSSIANS
INTRODUCTION
AUTHOR: PAUL (1:1)
DATE: Written 60-63 AD
Written during Paul s imprisonment in Rome
WRITTEN TO: The Church at Colosse; made up
of the saints and faithful believers at Colosse
(1:2)
Reason for Writing: To refute an extremely
dangerous heresy that had several positions.
1.It stressed astrology signs and spirits of
the stars
2.It stressed philosophy It attacked the
simplicity of the Gospel.
3. It stressed enlightenment - they placed a
strong emphasis on wisdom and knowledge,
philosophy and tradition- using one s fleshly
mind, worshipping man s own ability to
discipline him self.
4.It stressed soul over body since the body
was evil it could do as it pleased as long as
the soul was right.
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5.It stressed ritual and tradition man made
rules were insisted upon (2:16,22)
6.It stressed other mediators between God and
man: elementary spirits and angels
7.It stressed spiritual humility. Man had to
submit to others to go to God for him, This
engendered spiritual pride and false
humility
This heresy attacked Jesus at every point
1.It attacked his supremacy
a.Docetism this said Christ was not
human he only seemed to have a body.
He was in fact always just a spirit
(Docetism means to seem )
b.Cerinthinism this said Jesus was
human only, with the spirit coming on
him at his baptism and left him at his
crucifixion
2.It attacked his creative power and his role in
creation (col. 1:16-17)
3.It attacked the humanity of Jesus Christ
(Col. 2:9)
4.It attacked the redemptive power of Jesus
Christ they said it took more than Christ.
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CHAPTER ONE
I. The Foundation of the Saved Life 1: 1-11
VERSE 1: Paul, an apostle of Jesus
Christ by the will of God, and Timothy
our brother,
In this verse there are two things about the life of a master
Christian. The first is this.
1. The Christian life has just one profession obeying the will
of God.
a. Paul is saying that his profession as an apostle was exactly
what god wanted him to be doing. Paul did not choose his life s
work he waited and let God chose for him. There is only one
profession for any believer and that is doing the work that God
has chosen for us. Not one person is here for no purpose
rather everyone is here for a purpose God has chosen for us
and to do anything else is to be out of the will of God. (Matt.
12:50; john 7:17, John 15:16; Heb. 13:21; James 4:15)
b. Paul says that the profession God chose for him was to be
an apostle. He was sent forth by God he did not go out on
his own neither did he go out by the desire of other men. He
went forth as the messenger of God and he lived only to deliver
that message. He knew that he had no right to put out any of
his own thoughts (2 Cor. 3:6, 4:1-2, 5:18, 20; 1 Tim. 1:12)
2. The Christian life has but one relationship brotherhood
There are many important relationships in life and all have
an important place. However there is one that is essential and
that is brotherhood.
Paul called Timothy brother not student or some other lesser
designation and he included the fact that Timothy was a
brother to those believers at Colosse.
An essential to being a mature believer is to walk as brothers
in the church community there is to be no superiority, pride,
arrogance, criticism, grumbling, judging, cliquishness, or self
seeking. We are to be treating one another as brothers this is
the key to peace both in the world and the church.
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VERSE 2: To the saints and faithful
brethren in Christ that are at Colossae:
Grace be unto you, and peace, from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.
The Christian has two levels of spiritual maturity- either
carnal or faithful saints. Paul her is defining these two groups.
1. There are the saints: those who are saved yet controlled
by their old natures, living flesh controlled lust filled
lives. They are the ones who do not walk in brotherhood
as described above. They rather enjoy those sins
mentioned earlier. They could grow up spiritually but
many never will they will live lives as just saved and
that s it. Paul states in 1 Cor. That, that church was that
way and there rewards would be burnt up at the
judgment seat. We need to grow and not stay spiritual
babies all our lives.
2. Then there are the faithful saints: These are the ones
who have surrendered their lives totally to Christ. They
are loyal steadfast, they stand against temptations and
the desire of the flesh. The church is not a vague entity
but a body made up of men and women, boys and girls.
(Matt. 7:24-27; John 14:21,232; 15:10,14; 1 Sam. 15:22)
3. Verse 2b: The mature Christian lives in two dimensions
1st In Christ: In Ephesians Paul says we are seated in the
heavenlies right now.
2nd we are here: In this physical location. They were in
Colosse we are in our local Church wherever that might
be. Each of these dimensions has there own limits and
results.
4. Verse 2c: The mature Christian has two basic needs
grace and peace. We may wish someone health, life,
pleasure, wealth or numerous other things on them,
however the one thing they need is peace with God and
the peace of God. After he has received peace he then
needs God s grace that gives us those things we do not
deserve from his hands. (Just a little side note there is no
such thing in the Bible that says we are always in God s
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grace. We are not; for this grace is what God is free to do
for us and there are times we receive nothing because of
our lifestyle. It has nothing to do with being saved or
staying saved only what our Father is free to do for us)
The next 5 verses are power packed and the cover the
pillars of our lives and our great hope.
VERSE 3: We give thanks to God and the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying
always for you.
The pillars of our faith are reason to thank god. The pillars
will be identified in a minute, for now just think how great
they are to be in our lives. They were so great that Paul just
had to give praise to the Father and the Son that they not only
existed in his life but in those at Colosse as well. They could
not exist as a church without them and neither can we. They
are to be the base on which everything is built and nothing
else.
VERSE 4: Since we heard of your faith
in Christ Jesus, and of the love which
ye have to all the saints,
The great pillars of the faith are faith and love (1 John 3:23)
Two qualities that form the great commandment of god.
1st The great pillar of faith
a. What it s not: it is not the energy of faith itself; it is not
the energy of faith needed to grasp life.
b. It is rather faith in a particular person: Jesus Christ.
What is it that makes him greater than al other s? He
brings us in touch with god and makes it possible for
God to adopt us as his children. It means that God looks
after us, that he directs us through life s trials and the
temptations of life. The believer is to live by his faith in
Christ; he governs his life by Christ. (John 3:36; 5:24;
20:31)
2nd The other pillar is that of love
This is not the natural love that man should have for his
fellow man. This is the love a believer is to have for other
believers. Why is this living greater?
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a. Because it is based on the love of Jesus, as evidenced by
his sacrificial death.
b. Because the Holy Spirit stirs it, he arouses the love of
God within us. True believers have a special love for
fellow believers. (John 13:34-35) it is impossible to have a
truly successful life without faith in Christ and his love in
our hearts.
VERSE 5: for the hope which is laid up
for you I heaven, whereof ye heard
before in the word of the truth of the
gospel:
The basis of our pillars is the believer s hope. What hope,
well the hope that God gives. It is the reason we surrender
our lives to Jesus and love one another.
- It is the hope of being raised from the dead and being
given a new and perfect glorious body just like Jesus
body (Acts 24:15; 1Cor. 15:50-54)
- It is the hope of the Lord s return and being with him
forever (Tit. 2:12-13)
- It is the hope of entering the veil of heaven forever (Heb.
6:18-20)
- It is the glorious inheritance we are to receive from God
(1Pet. 1:3; Ro. 8:16-17)
VERSE 6-8: Which is come unto you, as
it is in all the world: and bringeth forth
fruit, as it doth also in you, since the
day ye heard o fit, and knew the grace
of God in truth: As we also learned of
Epaphras our dear fellow servant, who
is for you a faithful minister of Christ;
Who also declared unto us your love in
the spirit.
There is no way to find hope, real hope, and a hope that lasts
forever anywhere else except in the Bible. The message of the
gospel provides real true hope. These verses contain several
important points about the Word of God.
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1st Thy word is truth : It is not false, it is not a wish or a
guess, and it is truth. It is the very word and praise of the
sovereign majesty of the universe. The hope promised is the
very truth of God. (John 17:7, 2 Tim 3:16)
2nd The word is for individuals It has come to you he is
addressing all of Colosse, but he is saying the gospel is for
each and every one of them. It is the individual who has to
respond, no one can respond for him. (Luke 12:8-9)
3rd The gospel is for the world: it is individual and universal.
The gospel is
- Not for a particular body of people -- not for a particular
church not for a particular denomination --- not for a
particular social class not for a particular intelligence
The gospel is not to be limited in any sense of the word: The
hope contained in the Bible is for every human who has or
ever will live. (Acts 10:34; mark 16: 15
4th The Gospel produces fruit it produced fruit in the
Colossians and it will produce fruit in any person who
surrenders his life to follow the gospel. What fruit? Fruit of
the Spirit Gal. 5:22-23 --- Fruit of bearing converts Ro. 1:13 -- Fruit of Sanctification (purity of life) John 15:2-3
5th The Gospel comes by hearing men will sit under the
gospel and never listen they allow their minds to wonder or
focus on something else or they simply close their ears to
prevent hearing. The power of the ear is in each of us to open
or shut. The glorious truth comes by hearing Ro. 10:17
6th. The Gospel is the message of God s grace: there is no
greater message than the gospel of God. It contains the grace
of God, the great gifts and blessings that he extends to us not
forcing them upon us. God s grace is available but it must be
received. Acts 15:11; Tit. 2:11-12
7th Men share the Gospel: The believers at Colosse received the
hope of the gospel from the church pastor Epaphras . God
chose men to deliver his message and he holds man
responsible for sharing his word. John 15:16; 1 Cor. 4:1-2;
1Thess 2:4; Tit 1:2-3
8th The gospel results in love: The believers at Colosse were
true and filled with love in the spirit (Ro. 5:5) they had given
their hearts over to the hope of the Gospel.
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We move now to Paul s prayer for the church at Colosse. Being
in prison Paul could only do two things to fight the heresy.
Write and pray
The next three verses give us his requests of God for this
church, he has never seen. How much more should we pray
for the church we have seen?
VERSE 9: For this cause we also, since
the day we heard it, do not cease to
pray for you, and to desire that ye
might be filled with the knowledge of
his will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding.
The first request is that they would know the will of God.
Notice what Paul says here, he does not say God s will for a
particular thing nor a few things but instead for the whole
scope of life. God s will, will involve all of life- what we do, say
and think. God has willed a life for us and we are to learn
about that life and be filled with the knowledge of it.
Knowing God s will involves both wisdom and understanding.
n Wisdom knowing the first principles of life
n Understanding the ability to apply these basic
principles to everyday life. The believer needs both of
these. How do you get them?
n By studying God s word John 20:31; Pr. 2:1-2
n By prayer seeking to be filled with the knowledge of
God s will James 1:5
n
VERSE 10: That ye might walk worthy
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being
fruitful in every good work, and
increasing in the knowledge of God;
The second request is for these believers t walk worthy of
Christ
This request is one that must be taught and preached
repeatedly, hammered into the hearts of believers.
--It is not enough to know God s will
--It is not enough to possess wisdom
- It is not enough to possess understanding
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Knowing and having the ability to do something is important,
but this involves head knowledge. The most important is
putting what we know into practice. We are to practice and do
the will of God.
n The word walk means to set our lives our behavior and
conduct after Christ.
n The word worthy means to have the weight of
Our walk is to weigh as much as the walk of Christ. Christ is
the pattern we are to be carbon copies of.
How is such a walk possible? We must be committed to two
things
1st we must be fruitful I every good work. Everything that God
says is to be done. If we are to please him, we must do every
good work and we must do it fruitfully. Matt. 5:16; 1 Tim.
6:10; Tit. 2:7; James 2:17-18
2nd We must grow in the knowledge of God. How do we get to
know God?
Just knowing the word of God doesn t mean that we know God
in a personnel way. The way to know God is to walk with himto associate, fellowship, and share with him. Gal. 5:16; Eph. 5;
15
VERSE 11: Strengthened with all
might, according to his glorious power,
unto all patience and long-suffering
with joyfulness;
The third request is for the power of God: God s power is
absolutely essential for the believer.
n What good is it to know God s will and yet not have his
power to do his will?
n How can the believer walk worthy of Christ if he does not
have the power?
Those who believe strength comes from within them are sadly
mistaken. To face life s trials such as disease, accidents, loss,
death we must have something stronger than ourselves.
We can see the results of God s power.
1st It gives us a spirit of patience, endurance, steadfastness.
Patience is not passive but active; it is not sitting back, but
stepping up to life s trials. Luke 21:19; Ro. 112:12; Heb. 10:36
12

2nd God s power gives us a spirit of longsuffering.
3rd God s power gives us a spirit of joyfulness through all the
trials and tribulations of life.
II. THE PREEMINENT CHRIST: GOD S DEAR SON 1: 12-23
This is an extremely important passage; this cannot be
overstressed. Why? This passage is important because it
reveals the supremacy of Christ. He is above all, both in
person and work. In just 12 verses God reveals to the world
that Jesus is and what he has done.
GRIFFITH THOMAS: said this constitutes one of the most
important documents in the New Testament for the study of
Christ.
WILLIAM BARCLAY: said This is a passage of such
importance that we shall have to spend some considerable
time on it he wrote seventeen pages on these verses .
A. God and man: What God has done for man
Verses 12-14: Giving thanks unto the
Father, which hath made us meet to be
partakers of the inheritance of the
saints in light: Who hath delivered us
from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of his
dear son: In whom we have redemption
through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins:
God has done three great things for man. We need to
concentrate upon these three and the depth of what god has
done will erupt in our lives.
1. God has given us an inheritance (12) there are two prerequisites for receiving this inheritance.
a. We have to be prepared, qualified, and made fit before we
can receive it.
b. We share this inheritance with every other saint. Saints are
those who are saved. Every believer shall receive a portion of
the inheritance.
c. God has given an inheritance. What is the inheritance? It is
described in the following ways.
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1. We are heirs of eternal life Tit. 3:7
2. We are heirs of salvation Heb. 1:14
3. We are heirs of the promises to Abraham Gal. 3:29
4. We are heirs of Glory Ro. 8:17 and if children, then heirs;
heirs of God
5. We are heirs of Righteousness Heb. 11: 7
6. We are heirs of the grace of life 1 Peter 3:7
7. We are heirs of God s very special favor Eph. 1:11-12
8. We are heirs of the reward Col. 1:12
9. We are heirs of the Eternal inheritance Heb. 9:15
10. We are heirs of an immortal and perfected body that shall
be given us when Christ returns 1 Cor. 15:50-54
2. God has delivered us from the power of Darkness (13)
a. Two things about the power of darkness
1. It lets us know that there is a kingdom, realm, and world
of darkness. Darkness means a person is unable to see and
understand or know. He cannot see or understand whom he
really is, where he has come from, or where he is going. This
is the situation of the natural man.
b. The power of darkness- darkness is not just a realm or
world but a power. A power that enslaves men and women and
this power will always stand in opposition to the light of God.
No rational man or woman would curse, deny, or reject god
unless he was enslaved by the power of darkness. Matt. 6:23;
John 1:4-5
2. It is God himself who has delivered us from darkness.
Delivered this word means to rescue or snatch from
darkness. No person who is in darkness has light if they did
they would come out of the darkness. God alone can reach
down and snatch us out. How did he do this? He transferred
us into the kingdom of his Son. His rule and reign already
exists in the spiritual world. His rule and reign already exists
in the hearts and lives of believers in this physical world.
B. God and Christ the person of Christ
Verse 15: Who is the image of the
invisible god the first-born of every
creature:
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This verse is one of the most important ever written. It does
two very significant things.
1st It destroys all false teachings about God and Jesus.
2nd It reveals who God and Jesus are. This was Paul s purpose
to combat the false teaching of Gnosticism that had entered
the church at Colosse.
Image - means that Jesus was the very representation of
God. He was God in every aspect. It means also that Jesus
was the perfect manifestation of God. God is invisible but
Jesus reveals God to the world. Let s see how powerfully this
truth destroys error.
1st Gnosticism said there were many intermediaries.
a. The parallel to this false teaching is that Jesus is not the
only one who can bring us to God.
b. But the truth destroys this. Jesus is the express image of
God and in so being he has done two things. One he has
shown us who God is that he is a close, caring, and easily
reached God. And second he has shown us the way to reach
him, through his son John 14:6
2nd Gnosticism said the human body was evil. Some said the
bodies urges needed to be controlled others said what the body
did mattered little so eat drink and be merry.
a. The parallel today is easily seen. Some concentrate on the
body and its health through recreation, discipline, and strict
living. Others live as they please caring little what they do with
their bodies.
b. The truth revealed is that the body is not evil. Jesus
shows this when he came and took the body of a man and
dwelled with us. So the body cannot be evil because God
cannot be touched by evil.
3rd. Gnosticism said to know God was to learn enough along
with certain words would assure spiritual insight.
a. The parallel with so much of man s natural thinking is
evident. So many feel all they need is to know about God and
religion, or to know religious phrases and words or they think
they are religious enough.
Knowing about God does not mean the person knows God in a
personal way
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c. The truth revealed through Jesus is that God does not
save because someone thinks about God and religion.
Jesus saves all who come to him regardless o status in
life. The conclusion is this God the Sovereign of the
universe came to earth as Jesus the Son to save men and
make them sons. John 10:30
Verses 16-17 here we have Christ involvement in creation
Here we have Jesus involvement in creation. There are three
views
1st The humanist view- No force or power behind creation it
just happened
2nd The Theistic view- some god created the world and is now
for off. This was the view of Gnosticism.
3rd The Christian view As revealed in this passage. This is
the most understandable view.
Verse 16-17: For by him were all things
created, that are in heaven, and that
are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or dominions,
or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, and for him:
1. By Him creation took place within his very being his
heart desired the word His word created the world --- His
mind planned the world His will destined the world
2. All things all the things within the universe were created
by Christ individually that is every single detail of creation
each particle, each atom. Nothing exists that was not created
by Christ.
3. Were created simply states that creation is an historical
event
4. The creation includes all the worlds of all dimensions of
being If there are other living planets and beings then Christ
created them if there are invisible worlds and beings Christ
created them. No matter what s out there Christ created it.
John 1:3
b. Christ created everything for himself. If Christ created all
then to whom would creation look?
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d. Jesus Christ is before all things
Verse17: And he is before all things, and
by him all things consist
There are two things to be seen here
1. Jesus was before all things in importance, supremacy, and
preeminence. There is no one superior to him he is the
Sovereign majesty.
2. Jesus was before all things in time. Before anything was
Jesus was already there. Psalm 90:2
This destroys all or any idea that Jesus is just a good teacher.
d. Jesus holds all things together
It is Jesus power that literally holds the very atoms of our
existence together in perfect cohesion
D. God and Christ part III - Christ is the head of the Church
Verses 18-19: And he is the beginning,
the first- born from the dead: that in
all things he might have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father
that in him should all fullness dwell.
These two verses picture in clear terms the relationship
between Christ and the Church
1. He is the head of the church-this is the most common
reference to Christ and the Church, one of a human body with
Christ the head. This involves three ideas.
a. There is life- a body cannot live apart from the head neither
can the head live without the body.
b. There is activity it is the body that acts, but the head tells
the body what to do. The church is totally dependant upon the
head.
c. There is control- the head is to reign and rule over the body.
The only time the body acts apart from the head is because of
disease or injury. The church is to let Christ control it Eph.
1:22
2. He is the beginning of the church- beginning has two ideas.
a. Creative power Jesus gave birth to the church
b. First in time He began the church, he was the first
member all the rest of us follow him. Anyone who does not
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fully follow Christ the founder does not enter the church he
founded Eph. 4:14-15
3. He was the first to arise from the dead to never die again
there are three ways the resurrection and the church are
connected.
a. The resurrection of Christ is the very reason the church
exists
1. The conquest of death is the great message of hope to
man.
b. The resurrection of Christ means that there is a new life
available, we are to live life as though we were standing each
moment face to face with God.
c. The resurrection is the power by which the church is to live.
The resurrection proves there is unlimited power for living and
conquering all the foes of life, even the foe of death Eph. 1:1920
4. He is supreme in all things God the Father has only one
child the Lord Jesus Christ who is God the Son
a. He is the preeminent person in the universe because he
died and rose again.
b. He is the person who came to earth to suffer and die.
1. He has been exalted to the right hand of God the Father
Mark 16:19
2. He has been given a name above every name Phil. 2:9
3. He has been given all things Rev. 5:112
4. He has been made both Lord and Christ Acts 2:36
5. He has been exalted above all John 3:31
6. He is Lord of both the living and dead Romans 14:9
7. He has a more excellent name than angels Heb. 1:4
5. Jesus Christ is filled with the fullness of God
Jesus is fully God- the word dwell means to make a
permanent home. This is very important to the Church. It
means God is the head of the Church it means God is the
beginning of the Church It means God is the preeminent
person It means god in all his fullness dwells in Jesus Christ
The Church can please the Father only by praising and serving
the Lord
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E. God and Christ Part IV (20-23)
Verses 20-23: And, having made peace
through the blood of his cross, by him
to reconcile all things unto himself; by
him, I say, whether they be things in
earth, or things I heaven. And you,
that were sometime alienated and
enemies in your mind by wicked
works, yet now hath he reconciled in
the body of his flesh through death, to
present you holy and unblamable and
unreprovable in his sight:
This passage is one of the great ones on reconciliation; it
shows us that God has reconciled the universe to himself
1. God has reconciled all things to himself (v20) in earth and
in heaven. There are three important facts here
a. There is a need for peace between God and man.
b. There is the means of reconciliation: the blood of the cross;
this involves three pictures
1. There is the picture of unjust punishment and death- the
cross was for convicted criminals. Jesus was not therefore he
died for someone else the just for the unjust. 1 Peter 3:18
2. There is the picture of sacrifice: the cross was a place of
sacrifice. Lambs had been brought for centuries to take men s
place of sin. The blood of Christ is the supreme sacrifice.
Hebrews says one sacrifice for all time
3. The picture of a curse: Galatians 3:13 says cursed is
everyone that hangeth on a tree
c. There is the result of Christ death: all things are reconciled
to God. The door of reconciliation has been opened and man
must choose whether to step through to that place of peace
with God. Man must turn to God or die in his sin.
2. God has reconciled those who were aliens and enemies (2122)
Paul is drawing these believers back to that time when they
were reconciled to Christ. He wants them to remember what a
wonderful thing had been done for them.
a. They had been alienated from God- the word means to be
separated because of dislike. Man is alienated because- he
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dislikes God- he dislikes what God says and refuses to
obey. He thinks God is far away, removed from man s
daily life unwilling to submit to his sovereignty.
b. They had been enemies of God. This word means hostile,
rebellious. Think how men act towards God. They ignore
him deny him curse him disobey blaspheme him
falsely profess him mock him neglect him half
heartedly serve him.
Rebellion takes place in the mind (emotions) man always
thinks about sin before he commits it as a rule.
c. God has reconciled believers by the body of Jesus through
his death (22). This verse stresses Jesus body, he had to
have a body like ours why?
1. So that he could secure perfection for the human
family. Only a perfect sacrifice would affect
reconciliation.
2. So that he could bear the sins of men. As perfect man
what he did would stand for and cover all men.
3. God had one great purpose in reconciliation to present the
believer perfect before him. There is a great crowning day
coming when we will be presented to God. There are three
essentials for us to have in our life so that we might be allowed
to stand before God.
a. We must be holy separated to God we must live set
apart to Christ we must live lives separated from
worldliness.
b. We must also be unblameable without blemish,
faultless
c. We must also be unreprovable beyond reproach,
unchargeable.
Imagine standing before God, holy without blame, without
reproof. How pleased our heavenly Father would be. What
would he say? What would be his first words to us? We
certainly would be speechless without doubt. This is the
purpose of God then in reconciliation to present us perfect
before him. (1Thess. 3:12-13, 5:23)
4. God has made reconciliation conditional (23)
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Verse 23: If ye continue in the faith
grounded and settled, and be not
moved away from the hope of the
gospel, which ye have heard, and
which was preached to every creature
which is under heaven; whereof I Paul
am made a minister;
a. A person must continue to believe in Jesus Christ- - the
word continue means to continue and then some, to
persist ever moving on. The word grounded means to be
grounded in Christ like the solid foundation of a building.
The word settled means steadfast; the believer must
stand firm and continue on in being steadfast.
b. A person must not be moved away from the hope of the
Gospel. What moves someone away? Worldliness pride
friends lust family --- false teaching persecution --power --- fame job. It is not enough to profess Christ one
must live for Christ. One who professes but does not live
for Christ is living a lie. (1 Cor. 15:58)
III. THE NEEDS OF THE CHURCH 1:24-2:7
There are two basic needs of the church the first is
A. A Minister Who Will Labor (24-29)
1. A minister who will suffer for the church
Verse 24: Who now rejoice in my
sufferings for you, and fill up that
which is behind of the afflictions of
Christ in my flesh for his body s
sake, which is the church.
Paul paid any price and went to any length for the church.
He expected all others to follow his steps in working and
serving the church. This is not an easy task and the reason
is due to men s behavior toward Christ and his church. They
feel that the church is meaningless for modern men and that
the church is all right as a social service to the community
and finally the church is acceptable just so it stays in it s
place. Others profess Christ and join His church but their
commitment is almost meaningless. They are inactive sleepy
21

eyed complacent unconcerned non-supportive and lacking
vision. On top of this there are always within who are
worldly carnal divisive critical and going about making
trouble. It is such ideas and behavior that puts so much
pressure and weight upon the leaders of the church. The
genuine servant longs for people to know Christ and the
abundance of life he brings. Therefore he suffers the burden
and pain necessary to reach people.
3. The Church needs a minister who has been chosen by
God to proclaim the Word of God.
Verse 25: Whereof I am made a minister,
according to the dispensation of God which is
given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God;
God made Paul a minister; he was not in the ministry
because he thought the ministry was a good profession to
enter. Neither was he there because some friends thought he
would make a good minister. He wasn t there because he
had the natural talent fro ministry. The word dispensation
refers t the steward who oversees the household and
property of the owner. God has literally taken his church;
and people and placed them into the hands of his ministers,
into there stewardship, management, supervision,
administration, ministry, responsibility, care. 1 Tim. 1:1112; 1Thess. 2:4-5
Paul was chosen to fulfill the Word of God. A.T. Robertson
said this To give full scope to the Word of God . Griffith
Thomas adds these words The message of God s grace… put
his whole soul into the divine gospel entrusted to him
3. The church needs a minister who will share the great
mystery of God
Verse 26-27: Even the mystery which
hath been hid from ages and from
generations, but now is made manifest
to his saints: To whom God would
make known what is the riches of the
glory of this mystery among the
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Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory:
Christ in you the hope of Glory A mystery in the Bible
is a previously unrevealed truth. A mystery is unrevealed
because man had not been able to receive it before now. This
mystery has two parts. First that Christ actually lives within
the believer. The truth of the indwelling Christ is that his
presence in us is our guarantee of living forever in glory.
(John 14:16-18) The Hoy Spirit is the personal presence of
Christ in us. When the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost he
placed all believers in himself and himself in all of us. This is
the glorious truth of Christ in us (1 John 3:24) Second
that Christ will live within any person no matter who they
are, why? Because of Christ being no respecter of persons.
The last thing Christ in us is the hope of glory man s only
hope of ever entering heaven is Jesus Christ. (Eph. 1:13-14)
4. The Church needs a Minister who will preach Christ and
will warn and teach every man.
Verse 28: Whom we preach warning
every man, and teaching every man in
all wisdom; that we may present every
man perfect in Christ Jesus.
This is the great task of the Minister. First the minister is to
preach Christ. Not principles, ideas, theories, rules, codes,
laws, philosophies, institutions, and religion. The minister s
proclamations are not to be these things but the word only.
The minister preaches a person not things, no matter how
good they may be. Second the minister is to warn every man.
He must be warned to repent of his evil and selfishness and
to turn to God in trust and obedience (Eph. 5:11; 1Thess
5:14; 2 Tim. 4:20) Third the minister is to teach every man
after a person receives Christ they need to be taught. What
well here it says wisdom the minister is to be practical in
his teaching. Theory and principle must be applied to
everyday life. Fourth the minister is to have one aim to
present every man perfect (complete, mature) in Christ
Jesus (Heb. 6:1)
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4. The Church needs a Minister who will strive,
depending on Christ for energy.
Verse 29: Wherefore I also labor,
striving according to his working
which worketh in me mightily.
First the word labor means to toil and to struggle to the
point of exhaustion. Second the word working means
energy and is only used of superhuman power. What power?
The life changing power of Christ
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Chapter Two
Verse 1: For I would that ye knew
what great conflict I have for you, and
for them at Laodicea, and for as many
as have not seen my face in the flesh;
The Church Needs a Mature Congregation 2:1-7
The second great need of the church is for mature people
who are consistently growing in the Lord. One of the great
tragedies of the church is a lack of consistency. There are
five marks in these seven verses that we need to look at.
The first mark is a Minister who struggles in prayer and
concern for the church (vs. 1)
Paul had never been to Colosse yet he struggled in prayer
for them. Ministers need to be in prayer for churches around
the world. Notice the word conflict it means to strive, or
agonize it is the idea of an athlete exerting all his energy in
the contest. Our failure to toil in prayer for each other is the
major reason so many believers and churches are immature
in the Lord.
Verse 2: That their hearts might be
comforted, being knit together in love,
and unto all riches of the full
assurance of understanding, to the
acknowledgement of the mystery of
God, and of the Father, and of Christ;
A mature people have hearts that are strong confidant and
assured. Look at the word comforted it means to be
strong, established it is the kind of strength that stirs
confidence and assurance. Strong hearts come from lovefrom being knit together with others in love. Strong hearts
also come from knowing that what one believes about God is
accurate. Mystery of God this is a previously unrevealed
truth that is now revealed not to some but to all who want to
know. This mystery is that Jesus Christ s is God in the flesh.
Notice also the words understanding and
acknowledgement when we gain these then we can have
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full assurance that our knowledge of God is accurate then
our hearts will be strong. (1 Thess 1:5)
Verse 3: In whom are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
The third mark is a mature people who know that all the
treasure of wisdom and knowledge are hid in Christ. Hid in
Christ what does this mean? First that Jesus is the very
embodiment of all wisdom and second that Jesus is the very
embodiment of all understanding. They are hid in Christ for
us to seek out and thereby honor Christ (Ro. 11:33-36)
Verse 4: And this I say, lest any man
should beguile you with enticing
words.
The fourth mark is a mature person; one who resists
seduction and deception. Notice the word beguile it means
to mislead, delude, deceive or seduce. This seduction takes
place by enticing words . Believers can be seduced by the
persuasive and eloquent words of false teaching. Also those
who live after the lusts of the flesh can seduce believers. Our
nature is easily influenced by appearance, desire, and
thoughts. When some new idea is made in an appealing way
people are led astray. (Ro. 16:17-18)
Verse 5: For though I be absent in the
flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit,
joying and beholding your order, and
the steadfastness of your faith in
Christ.
The fifth mark is a mature people who maintain discipline
order and steadfastness. The word order means to
maintain military discipline and arrangement. It is the
holding of the line in battle, Paul is drawing on his
knowledge of the Roman army and how they arrayed
themselves for battle and stood as one body. The word
steadfastness means to stand fast, to never give in or to
back up. The false teachers were attacking the Colossians
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but they were responding like a victorious army. (1 Cor.
15:58; Eph. 4:19)
Verses 6-7: As ye have therefore
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk
ye in him: Rooted and built up in him,
and stablished in the faith, as ye have
been taught, abounding therein with
thanksgiving.
A mature people walk in the Lord. First of all Christians
are to live the same way they were saved by faith. Christians
trust the salvation work of Christ without having seen him
on the cross and we are to live the same way. (2 Cor. 5:7)
Second, Christians received Christ as Lord of their lives. We
accept him as the Lord from Heaven then we are to live a life
allowing him to be just that, Lord of our lives. In verse seven
we find three things we as Christians are to be. First we are
to be rooted and built in Christ. Rooted is like the palm,
which puts its roots deep so that it will not be blown over.
Built is the building built to withstand the strongest
storms (Matt. 7:24-26). Secondly we are to live established in
the faith in which we have been taught. Establish is to be
firm or not letting go. We see here the absolute necessity of
having strong teachers of the Bible. Mature believers are to
be established in the faith (Heb. 13:9). And lastly we are to
live our lives overflowing with thanksgiving. Jesus has done
so much for us, so much which just keeps flowing. (1Thess.
5:18; Heb. 13:15)
IV. Contrast of False Teaching and Christ verses 8-23
Verse 8: Beware lest any man spoil you
through philosophy and vain deceit,
after the tradition of men, after the
rudiments of the world, and not after
Christ.
A. Beware of false teaching (worldly philosophy). The word
beware means to take heed, or to guard you. Why? So that
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our faith and teachings will not be spoiled by false teacher the
word spoil means to lead into slavery.
What is meant by worldly philosophy? It is philosophy that
searches for reality by the rudiments of the world s
knowledge. It uses only human knowledge and tradition as it
looks for the truth. Men seek the answers to life s questions
within the natural. They want to know what all about the
origin of the universe and life who is man and where did he
come from is there a God? Is life here all there is? They seek
these answers in that which is passing away instead of Christ
and his word. What is it man needs more than philosophy?
Man needs a true world; man needs a real world, not one that
fades away. Man needs a purposeful world. How can such a
world be secured? Through believing in Jesus Christ; and his
word for everlasting life.
Verses 9-10: For in him dwelleth all the
fullness of the Godhead bodily. And ye
are complete in him, which is the head
of all principality and power:
B. Jesus is the source of reality and truth
1. Christ is the fullness of God; Christ is god himself who
came to earth. All that God is dwells (resides) in Christ. The
glorious message of the gospel and this passage is God does
exist. Christ is god in the absolute; what does this mean in the
practical day-to-day living. First God is not far off as some
false Gods are. Second God is love not evil, a God of love would
reveal himself and show man the way to God.
2. Believers are complete in Christ. The word complete
means to be made full. When we accept Christ we receive the
fullness of Christ. What is this fullness we that receive. It is
several things; first we receive wisdom (1 Cor. 1:30) second we
receive the nature of Christ in us (2 Peter 1:4) third we receive
a full life, it is abundant (John 10:10) in this is all the
necessities and joyous things of life; fourth we receive the
fullness of eternal life (John 17:3) fifth we receive the fullness
of the knowledge of God s will (Col. 1:9)
3. Christ is the head of all principalities and power; no power
or force stands in his way. The explanation and fate of man
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are found in Jesus Christ, no one else- person or force- can
present us to God.
Verses 11-12: In whom also ye are
circumcised with the circumcision
made without hands, in putting off the
body of the sins of the flesh by the
circumcision of Christ: Buried with
him in baptism, wherein also ye are
risen with him through the faith of the
operation of God, who hath raised him
from the dead.
C. Christ verses False Religion: A false religion is any not
based upon God s love and Jesus Christ. First false religion
stresses ritual and outward form as seen in verse 11. Some in
Colosse were stressing circumcision they said it was to be
done for salvation to be complete. Even if he received Christ he
needed more. Now circumcision was for the Jewish people as a
sign that they were separated to Christ. For the church
circumcision was a picture of the cutting away of the body of
sins in the flesh. Man has expanded on this to include church
membership or baptism or confirmation or the keeping of
laws. All false religions add something to salvation in order to
be saved.
Second true religion stresses Christ and the spiritual.
Christianity is undergoing the circumcision Christ performs on
our hearts. What man has the power to cut sin out of our
lives? Not a single one.
Christianity is being baptized and raised with Christ. When a
saved person goes down in the watery grave God counts him
as buried with Christ. When the person comes up out of the
water God counts him as rose with Christ. Christianity is and
operation of God and an operation of God alone. The word
operation means energy, power. God has to perform the work
upon a person if that person is to be acceptable to God. How
do we know this happened? God raised Christ proving he has
the power to do it for us.
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Verses 13-15: And you, being dead in
your sins and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, hath he quickened together
with him, having forgiven you all
trespasses; Blotting out the
handwriting of ordinances that was
against us, which was contrary to us,
and took it out of the way, nailing it to
his cross; And having spoiled
principalities and powers, he made a
show of them openly, triumphing over
them in it.
C. Christ versus man s idea of sin, the law and evil spirits.
Man doesn t see sin as God sees it. Man sees it as an error or
mistake or an alternate lifestyle or a character defect. Our view
of what is sin is formed by our environment our training.
Mans view of death also varies according to their backgrounds.
His concepts follow these ideas: ceasing to exist, oblivion,
semi-consciousness, reincarnation, etc. if sin and death was
not real Jesus Christ would not have needed to come and die
of the cross. Verse thirteen says that we were already dead in
our sin and our flesh. From Gods view he already sees man in
his death though he or she is still walking.
God quickens us with Christ this means to make alive, we
start living when we accept Christ.
Some men see the law as rules that God has had set down on
paper, other men see the law as unwritten and rooted in
nature. Man just senses what is right or wrong. What man
saw at the cross was a rebellious man who would be king;
what God saw was the lamb dieing to fulfill the law we
couldn t.
Handwriting is a legal note or debt we owe. Christ stands
opposed to man s idea of law. Man can choose to face God in
his own righteousness by law. However he or she could never
attain to perfection this way. There is another way Christ kept
the law perfectly now man can look to him in his perfection.
Christ bore the judgment and punishment of the law upon
himself. So when a person accepts Christ God removes the
charge from him.
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Man says all kinds of forces exist in the universe. Some see
these forces as natural energies and powers such as gravity.
Some see these forces as living beings such as angels with
some good and some bad. Millions look to signs of the stars
and planets in astrology to guide their lives. There is the
spiritual dimension that you and I cannot see. Christ went in
and disarmed spoiled the evil forces of there power.
Verses 16-19: Let no man therefore
judge you in meat, or in drink, or in
respect of a holyday, or of the new
moon, or of the Sabbath days: Which
are a shadow of things to come; but
the body is of Christ. Let no man
beguile you of your reward in a
voluntary humility and worshiping of
angels, intruding into those things
which he hath not seen, vainly puffed
up by his fleshly mind, And not
holding the head, from which all the
body by joints and bands having
nourishment ministered, and knit
together, increaseth with the increase
of God.
D. Christ versus rules, ritual and spiritism. Laws are an
unfortunate necessity because of mans sinful nature but they
can never save us or make us right with God. Rules and
rituals they were the problem that seeped into the Colossian
church. Some had went back to their former lifestyles and
were now judging believers by them, they were declaring that
rules and rituals were t be central to one s life. That man
actually becomes acceptable to God by rules and rituals. That
man pleased god by eating and drinking the right foods etc.
Rules and rituals were only shadows used by God until Christ
came. We must always remember something, when you follow
Christ you are to live as Christ lived; that is you are to eat as
Christ ate- what was needed and good for us. You are to
worship as Christ worshiped faithfully and you are to live
soberly, righteously and Godly as Christ lived.
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Christ stands in opposition to spiritism. The word beguile
means to rob, defraud, to cheat a person out of his rewards.
The reference is to following false teachers; the false approach
to God is spiritism or the worship of God through angels or
spirits and visions. Intruding into refers to visions the
Colossians were beginning to focus as many do on the visions
and angels who they claimed were appearing to them. Men
tend t believe God is far off and unreachable. Therefore they
feel the need for an intermediary someone who can go to God
for them such as angels and or departed saints. There is a
false humility in this approach to God. Some in the Colossian
church were claiming spiritual gifts and visions yet were
unworthy of such experiences. There was a self-imposed
humility about them.
The true approach to God is through Christ, he is the only
mediator who can stand between man and God. He secured
the approval and acceptance of God; he also secures the love
and care of god for man. No spirit or angel or vision can do
what Christ has and is still doing. Christ is the only one who
stands as a representative to God for man why? Because a
body has only one head not two. John 3:31; Heb. 1:4, 3:3
Verse 20-23: Wherefore if ye be dead
with Christ from the rudiments of the
world, why, as though living in the
world, are ye subject to ordinances,
(touch not; taste not; handle not,
Which all are to perish with the using;)
after the commandments and
doctrines of men? Which things have
indeed a show of wisdom in willworship, and humility, and neglecting
of the body; not in any honor to the
satisfying of the flesh.
E. Paul comments on worldly philosophy and man made
approaches to God. These three verses close the contrasts
between Christ and false teaching. Believers are dead with
Christ from the rudiments this word means crude notions of
men about the universe. It is man s "a. b. c s" understanding
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of God s great universe. There are three problems with man s
attempt to gain God. First we cannot keep rules and laws; no
matter what way we chose we couldn t walk a straight path to
Him. Second once we have broken a law we are guilty before
God. Third we die physically, no force on earth that can give
us the power to live forever. Rules and laws only serve to
condemn us.
The second thing about the word rudiments means the
basic elements or materials of the universe. Down through the
centuries man has imagined all manner of forces or entities as
the power behind the universe; that is why they worship all
manner of creature. There is a serious problem that dooms
who follows these paths. First there is the problem of
corruption all of the elements are passing away. Second the
problem with seeking truth through spirits is that man cannot
enter the spirit world. We are physical and they are spiritual
and they cannot enter mix. God said each after their own kind;
also no spirit has ever been able to take care of the problem of
sin and death.
The rudiments enslave and subject us. Philosophy and man
made approaches to God enslave and subject men to rules and
teachings of men. Some in Colosse had gone back to the idea
that man can please God by controlling the defilement and
weakness of the flesh by finding the right foods. Having a
healthy body is not wrong in of itself, but it does not make us
acceptable to God. The point is if you are already acceptable to
God through Christ why are you still seeking to make yourself
acceptable to God. Life in Christ is not slavery it is freedom;
why do people seek out rules and laws once they have this
freedom.
They are based upon human works and efforts and the pride
of men. The most man can do in saving himself is a religion of
works, and that is just human pride. This is the same as Cain
did and also Nimrod. Man is very capable of self-made
worship; there are flaws however that man cannot solve. They
profess humility before the world, false though it may be.
When someone follows rules they show their ability to
discipline themselves; his humility is contradictory and false.
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The only true humility is to confess total inadequacy total
depravity and utter necessity for God himself to save us.
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Chapter Three
Introduction
The demand of the Christian life: Great Character 1-17 or
personal holiness. The first thing we find here in this chapter
is the basis of the believer s new life as found in
Verse 1a: If ye then be risen with
Christ,
The believer s life is a life that is raised with Christ. God loves
his son with an eternal perfect live; so when a person
surrenders his life to Christ God accepts him in Christ. God
does this for us because he loves Jesus so much this is a
wonderful thing because we come into union with Christ and
because of our old sinful life has no more claim on us we are
alive to God.
The second thing we find is the believer s new life is a life that
seeks the things from above.
Verses 1b-4: seek those things which
are above, where Christ sitteth on the
right hand of God. Set your affection
on things above, not on things on the
earth. For ye are dead, and your life is
hid with Christ in God. When Christ,
who is our life, shall appear, then shall
ye also appear with him in glory?
Paul issue s a charge to each of us seek those things which
are above where in the above are we to seek them; Paul
clearly states; where Christ sits on the right hand of God. With
what are we to seek these things with our affections our
mind is to be 100% focused on Christ and those things found
in heaven. There are easily seven things that should consume
us.
First: the resurrection of Christ because it guarantees our own
resurrection and that of our saved loved ones.
Second: our salvation and justification that Christ bought.
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Third: The abundant life that Christ resurrection promised us.
Jesus said that he came to give life and that more abundantly.
Fourth: the power to live victoriously over the sins and trials of
this world. (Ro. 7:4)
Fifth: we have a living hope, the hope of glory. We should focus
on the glory of heaven, which shall be ours. (1Pt. 1:2-4)
Sixth: We should focus on praising God for our new and
glorious body God has promised us. (Ro. 6:5)
Seventh: Our minds should be focused on evangelism since we
know that God s judgment is going to fall (acts 17:31)
There are two reasons to seek the things of God. One is we are
dead and God counts each of us as dead in the death of
Christ. The second is we are hid in Christ this means God
counts us as hid in Christ righteousness. There is a reward for
being hid in Christ that is we will appear with Christ in glory
when he returns to reign for ever we will reign with him.
We come now to verses 5-11 in these verses we have the
violent demands of the new life.
Verse: 5-11: Mortify therefore your
members which are upon the earth;
fornication, uncleanness inordinate
affection, evil concupiscence, and
covetousness, which is idolatry: For
which things' sake the wrath of God
cometh on the children of
disobedience: In the which ye also
walked some time, when ye lived in
them. But now ye also put off all these;
anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy
communication out of your mouth.
Lie not one to another, seeing that ye
have put off the old man with his
deeds; And have put on the new man,
which is renewed in knowledge after
the image of him that created him:
Where there is neither Greek nor Jew,
circumcision nor uncircumcision,
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Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but
Christ is all, and in all.
These verses attack us where we are and are needed by all of
us. The first violent act is to put to death all sins that enslave
the body. The word mortify means to put to death or to act,
as though the body is dead. Paul then lists sins to be
mortified. The Bible is specific in these as they are sins that
enslave us.
First: is fornication this means all forms of sexual
immorality nothing is excluded. This country has become
addicted to this type of sin; they are evident in every part of
life.
Second: is uncleanness this is moral impurity this includes
the sins that dirty and soil life (Ro. 1:24)
Third: is the sin of inordinate affection this means passion,
craving, intense arousal. It is a craving for the wrong things
such as multiple servings of food or alcohol or drugs or
anything that you crave more than Christ. (Ro. 1:26-27)
Fourth: is the sin of evil concupiscence a desire for all that
is evil. It is that within us that drives us to look and look and
feel and feel and seeks more and more of that which is evil.
Fifth: Is the sin of covetousness it means desiring to have
something beyond your need for it. It is, wanting more and
more this is idolatry because what you desire becomes your
God. (EZ. 33:31; 1 Tim. 6:10)
There are two reasons given in verses 6 and 7 for putting to
death these sins. First is that these sins will bring god s wrath
upon man. The word wrath means anger but not the outward
or emotion that we have. It is a decision about judging, that
which is evil. It is an anger that hates sin and metes out just
punishment. (Ro. 1:18) Second these are sins that are
common to our old life. We all used t live in such sins;
however now we are hid in Christ and are not to live in them
anymore. For a Christian to begin to practice these again
makes him a disobedient child and judgment will befall that
one. (Phil. 3:17-21)
The second violent act is to strip off the sins that enslave the
emotions and tongue. It is like putting off and old pair of pants
and throwing them away. There are six sins listed by Paul,
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which must be stripped off for good. These deal with deep
emotions or the tongue-reactions and feelings against another
person.
First there is anger
this is a selfish lashing out at someone
else, a temper tantrum. It will not forget the reason for the
anger.
Second is wrath
a violent explosive temper that arises from
boiling emotions. It is anger that lasts and festers
Third is malice
this is deep-seated feelings against a
person, hatred that lasts on and on long-lasting bitterness. It
is anger that has congealed like blood on a wound and just as
encrusted.
Fourth is the sin of filthy communication the use of
obscene, shameful, foul, base, immoral conversation (Ro. 1:2627; Acts 18:6.
Fifth is blasphemy declaring Christ incapable of saving.
Sixth is the sin of lying that which is false or exaggerated or
misrepresented lying can doe three things- it misrepresents
the truth; it leads a person astray; it builds a wrong
relationship, people cannot live together based upon lies. The
Gnostics were into pseudo Christianity.
We have in verses 9-11 three reasons to strip these sins off.
First: we have put off the old man the old Adamic nature that
part that likes to sin, that part of us had died in Christ.
Second: We have put on the new man or Christ s nature that
nature that desires t please God. We are now children of God
with a new mind and new emotions, there is to be no place for
reacting to other of God s children with these sins.
Third we are all one body, we have transcended race and birth;
religion and ritual; education and culture; and social class and
wealth Galatians 3:28. Therefore there is no place for anger,
wrath, malice, etc. Romans 12:5 so we, being many, are one
body in Christ and everyone members one of another
Verses 12-14: Put on therefore, as the
elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels
of mercies, kindness, humbleness of
mind, meekness, longsuffering;
Forbearing one another, and forgiving
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one another, if any man have a quarrel
against any: even as Christ forgave
you, so also do ye.
And above all these things put on
charity, which is the bond of
perfectness.
These verses cover the clothing of the new life. Nature abhors
a vacuum so if we take off the things of our former life; we
must replace them with the following.
Paul starts by calling us the elect or chosen ones; chosen to
be his holy people. Notice the word put on this is a
command, one of putting on clean clothes.
The first thing to put on is mercy this is compassion,
tenderheartedness; we should show mercy to others. The lost,
hurting, homeless, hungry, aged, lonely and poor; we do not
have the right to overlook the needy.
Second is kindness this is being useful, considerate through
al situations. A person who is kind does not act hard, bitter
or harsh.
Third is humility this is to offer oneself as submissive, to walk
in a spirit of lowliness not to be high-minded. It is simply not
thinking of oneself at all.
Fourth is meekness this is to be tender, mild, considerate, but
strongly so. Meekness has the strength to control and
discipline their lives. It does so at the right time all the time.
Meekness has strong self-control. He does not give way to ill
temper, retaliation, passion or license. Gal. 5:22-23; Matt.
11:29; Gal. 6:1; 2 Tim. 2:25
Fifth is longsuffering (patience) this is bearing and suffering
a long time. Longsuffering never strikes back; Common sense
says to strike back to retaliate. The believer has the power to
resist this action. Romans 2:4; 1 Tim. 1:16
Sixth is forbearance this is to hold back; to put up with; to
refrain or to bear with. There are many things about every one
of us that we have to forbear. Every one of us is guilty of some
weakness, some unattractive behavior, mistreatment, neglect,
and failure or bad habit.
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Any person can be looked at and have his flaws and
weaknesses picked out, this is not what the scripture says to
do. We are to forbear others flaws.
Seventh is forgiveness this is to be gracious to a person. To
pardon him for some wrong done against us. No matter what
is done we are to have a forgiving spirit clothing us. Why?
Because Christ has forgiven us Luke 17:4
Eighth is love this is to be the main garment of the believers
new life; it is the bond of perfection that is, love binds all the
clothing or great qualities together. If a believer truly loves
people then he has put on all of the above. Matthew 12:29-31
VERSES 15-17: And let the peace of
God rule in your hearts, to which also
ye are called in one body; and be ye
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly in all wisdom; teaching
and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to
the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in
word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and
the Father by him.
These verses cover the heart of a new life!
When a new life enters the world, a new heart enters also. So
it is with each believer we receive a new heart to go along with
our new life. We have here three things about our new heart.
First our new heart is to be ruled by God s peace. The word
peace is talking about being bound or woven together. It is to
know that we will be cared for no matter what comes our way
because we are woven together with God by his peace. This is
a choice we must make to let this peace rule or umpire our
lives or not we are supposed to but it doesn t always happen.
John 14:27
The reason God s peace is to rule is that we are all one body.
Why did the Lord put this here? Because there is always
someone; in the church that is divisive, critical, judgmental,
grumbling, gossiping, or spreading rumors. In other words
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trouble makers Romans 8:6. There is only one body one
church we are to be a body of people in union with each other.
We should always be thanking God for his peace; brought to
our hearts brought to all who trust him. Philippians 4:6-7
Second the believer is to have a heart rich with the Word of
Christ. Since the word of God does not naturally dwell in us
we must make a decision to take in the word and have it
become a living part of our heart. All of the old ideas must be
removed. The word must dwell richly we must never be
satisfied with just a meager amount of God s word. The word
must be allowed to fill our hearts with its commands,
promises, instructions and blessings Psalm 119:11 says Thy
word have I hid in mine heart that I might not sin against
thee
We are to be teaching (instructing) and admonishing
(warning) one another in all wisdom; that is all of God s word
not just a portion here or there. As we learn in our own study
(2 Tim. 2:15) then we should be sharing that with our fellow
believers. How can we do this if we do not know the Word of
Christ? We can t we must know it and then live it or it is
hypocrisy.
There is a sure fire way to tell if the word is dwelling in us;
are we teaching and admonishing with the psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs with grace in our hearts during the day
(1Cor. 14:15 Deut. 6:6-7; 11:19-20)
Thirdly the new heart is to be one that does all things in
Jesus name. Whether it is words or deeds it is to be by him,
and for him. Again we have a choice no one speaks or acts for
you. Whether you speak or act for Jesus is solely up to you.
Doing it for Jesus what does that mean? It means knowing
that there is only one name God accepts in his presence. So he
will only accept those who come in that name. We must
remember that Christ hears every word and sees every deed.
So whatever we do Jesus knows why no matter what we might
say. 1 Cor. 10: 31-32; John 14:13
We come now to Holiness where the family is concerned in
verses 18-21. This is a critical passage of scripture as every
generation has faced an attack on the family. One disobedient
and unfaithful member affects the union of the family. This is
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the critical importance of this passage. Paul starts with the
wives in
Verse 18: Wives, submit yourselves
unto your own husbands, as it is fit in
the Lord.
Here is the Lord s will for the wife. Submit W.E. Vine says it
is a military term and means to rank under.
Most modern people say this is too strong they reject God s
word. Has God made a mistake? No. What does God mean by
subjection? First well he doesn t mean dictatorial subjection.
God never asks a woman to be subject to an abusive cruel
man that is not God s purpose, what he means by submit is
order, co-operation every system must have a leader. God s
order is for the husband to take the lead in the family.
Between wife and husband God has set the husband to be the
leader.
Second reason wives are to submit; is it is the fitting thing to
do. Fitting means the right thing to do why? Well not
because the husband is superior as a human being. The
reason is because the wife is in the Lord. She has surrendered
her life to live in the Lord and to love and follow him and t live
just as he says to live. If he says submit then she wanting to
please the Lord should submit. Submission is simply Gods
order for the family Eph. 5:22; 1 Tim. 3:11; Tit. 2:4; 1 Pet. 3:1;
Pro. 3:27.
Verse 19: Husbands, love your wives,
and be not bitter against them.
Takes up the husband; husbands have here a command that
destroys all opposition and reaction to the command of
submission given to wives. How? Love this is not just
affection and feeling but the kind of love God has shown to us.
A love of the will; as well as of the heart of commitment; as
well as of affection, a love that works for a higher good. The
husband does not seek to have his wife be his slave as some
have taught and acted. He is to love his wife and co-operate
with her in life as much as lies within him.
He is to do this without bitterness towards his wife.
Sometimes when a wife doesn t submit he will become bitter
(sour, harsh) or resentful. Husbands are to fight against this
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temptation. A husband is to love his wife even if she doesn t
deserve it why? Because they are in Christ and it is his will.
Think what a difference there would be if Husbands loved and
wives submitted as scripture says to. Eph. 5:25; 1 Pet. 3:7;
Gen. 2:24; Pr. 5:18
VERSE 20-21: Children, obey your
parents in all things: for this is well
pleasing unto the Lord. Fathers,
provoke not your children to anger,
lest they be discouraged.
The word obey means to heed, hearken, comply, and follow
direction of a guide. Children are those of a young age. What
we would call minors, those not of legal age. Parents are to
guide and direct young children in the things of God. Children
may want things that are not right for them it is up to say no
but provide the reason they should not have it. Parents are not
to be abusive to their children. Rather we are to prepare them
to face a world that is self centered competitive, dangerous,
evil and sinful.
Parents are to prepare them through discipline (teaching).
Children s obedience is pleasing to the Lord Mark 7:10; Eph.
6:1; Pr.1: 8, 6:20, 7:1, Pr. 10:1, 20:11, 23:22; Ecc.12:11.
The next passage deals with holiness where employers and
employees are concerned. This passage points out that the
workplace problems are one of a spiritual nature not
economics . The rest of the chapter deals with the worker.
VERSES 22-25: Servants, obey in all
things your masters according to
the flesh; not with eyeservice, as
menpleasers; but in singleness of
heart, fearing God; And whatsoever
ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord,
and not unto men; knowing that of
the Lord ye shall receive the
reward of the inheritance: for ye
serve the Lord Christ. But he that
doeth wrong shall receive for the
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wrong which he hath done: and
there is no respect of persons.
The worker had been provided a job and privilege of earning a
livelihood for himself and his family. The workers attitude
should be that the energy and effort he puts forth is important
to the Lord.
1. Workers are not to work with eye service, that is only
when the boss is around John 12:43
2. He is to work in singleness of heart
3. He is to work fearing the Lord. His fear and reverence
for the Lord should stand out to those around him. 1
Cor. 9:27; Matt. 10:28; Luke 1:50; Acts 10:35; 1 Pet.
1:17; Psalm 25:12
4. He is to work heartily as to the Lord and not men.
Heartily means out of the soul; the work ethic is to
arise out of our innermost being.
a. Christ will reward diligent work; no matter what
the employer does the worker is to be diligent.
b. Christ will judge slothful work and idleness. 2Cor.
5:10
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CHAPTER FOUR
Introduction: Paul continues in this chapter his practical
teachings on holiness and our behavior. How we are to live
because we are in Christ Jesus.
Paul ended chapter three with instructions for a Christian
worker toward his employer and his work. Now he takes
up in this chapter the employer s attitude toward his
workers and then moves to our prayer life and to our
witness before others.
VERSE 1: Masters, give unto your
servants that which is just and
equal; knowing that ye also have a
Master in heaven.
The employer is to be just and fair to all his employees not
just his favorites. There should be fair treatment where wages,
assignments, production, goals, expectations and promotion
are concerned.
The reason he or she is to do this is very clear they have a
heavenly master who sees all that employees do and he holds
them accountable for every act. Eph. 6:9; Lev. 19:13; Mal. 3:5;
Ruth 2
Employers are not to be abusive and threatening but rather
fair and honest. We move now to a passage on prayer and
witness or the inner and outer person
VERSES 2-6: Continue in prayer, and
watch in the same with thanksgiving;
Withal praying also for us, that God
would open unto us a door of utterance,
to speak the mystery of Christ, for
which I am also in bonds: That I may
make it manifest, as I ought to speak.
Walk in wisdom toward them that are
without, redeeming the time. Let your
speech be alway with grace, seasoned
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with salt, that ye may know how ye
ought to answer every man.
First we see that we are to pray and to continue to pray. In
verses 2- 4 Paul gives four reasons to pray and they really
need to be headed.
First continue steadfast: continue means to be constant,
persevering and unwearied in prayer Constant and unbroken
fellowship with God. We are to walk and breathe prayer; to
never face a moment when we are not prayerful. How do we do
this in our hurried stressful loves? We develop an attitude of
prayer; take a mental break from work to say a prayer. Pray
when you get up, and before bed, make it a practice. We tend
to waste many minutes every day with daydreaming and
wondering thoughts. If we could learn to capture these
minutes for prayer we would discover a real prayer walk. 2
Cor. 10:5; Ph 4:6 1 Chron. 16:11
Second is watch in prayer watch means to stay alert, to
concentrate, be sleepless. It is to fight off distractions,
drowsiness, wandering thoughts. It is to condition the mind.
This is a problem that afflicts every believer at sometime or
other. Stress, overwork, pressure, tired bodies all lead to a
lack of ability to concentrate. This is not something God can
do for us, we must accept as our reasonable duty. Matt.
26:40-41; Luke 21:36
Third pray with thanksgiving: when someone does something
for us we thank him or her. The Lord has done more than any
other. Therefore we are to thank him. The Lord did not stop at
salvation he has his hand moving and working in our lives
moment by moment and deserves constant thanksgiving.
Christ dying on the cross for us is enough reason to thank
him forever. 1 Cor. 15:57; 1 Cor 6:20; 1 Peter 2:9; Psalm
68:19, 92:1
Fourth thing is to pray for others especially those with other
ministries. Paul was in prison yet instead of asking for release,
he asked for his ministry to be lifted up. He wanted
opportunity for witnessing and the boldness to do it.
This is one of God s laws that is neglected and ignored; God
has established this spiritual law that he works through
prayer. If we want God to bless our lives and ministries; if we
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want to see the work go forward in power bearing fruit we
must learn to intercede in prayer as we see in James 4:1-3
VERSE 5: Walk in wisdom toward them
that are without, redeeming the time.
We are to walk wisely before those who are without
redeeming the time. There are two things two see here
First them that are without refers to unbelievers, those
walking without Christ they are without hope, assurance of
life, help in trials, peace, security, with out God s care,
Without fellowship,
Without light.
Second believers are to walk in wisdom toward these who are
without. To walk wisely means; thoughtfully, righteously,
guarding every step doing good works.
We are to redeem the time; we should grab every moment to
live for Christ. Always looking for opportunities to do well and
to let our light shine Eph. 5:2,15; Eph 4:1; I John 1:7.
VERSE 6: Let your speech be alway
with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye
may know how ye ought to answer
every man.
We are to speak always with grace, answering what it is that
makes our life different. What an expectation God has for all of
us that we live so different that people walk up and ask us
what is in our life?
We are to guard our speech and conversation. Speak with
grace, kindness, courtesy to season our conversation with
salt- that is flavoring our speech with the things of god and
not those who are distasteful.
Doing this will draw men to us as they see the power of God
manifest in our lives Matt. 5:37; 2 Tim: 1:13; James 3:2; 1
Peter 3:15
This next section is a list of some heroic Christian believers
and their outstanding character traits.
VERSE 7-8: All my state shall
Tychicus declare unto you, who is a
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beloved brother, and a faithful
minister and fellowservant in the
Lord: Whom I have sent unto you for
the same purpose, that he might
know your estate, and comfort your
hearts;
The first listed is Tychicus- here is one who was faithful in
serving others (Eph. 6:21-22). He was a companion of Paul; he
was commissioned by Paul to carry messages to the churches.
He was sent on a special mission to Ephesus (2 Tim. 4:12) he
was to be sent to Crete to relieve Titus (Tit. 3:12)
VERSE 9: With Onesimus, a faithful and
beloved brother, who is one of you.
They shall make known unto you all
things which are done here
Onesimus the believer who sought to correct his past and
make it right.
1. He was a faithful and beloved brother
2. He was so faithful that he is called one of you there
were to be no social distinctions.
3. He was returning because he had broken the law running
away. He was coming back to ask his master s
forgiveness matt. 5:23-25; Mark 11:25
VERSE 10: Aristarchus my
fellowprisoner saluteth you, and
Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas,
(touching whom ye received
commandments: if he come unto you,
receive him;)
Aristarchus: the believer who stood as a companion in trials;
he was a member of the Thessalonica church. He was attacked
by a violent mob in Ephesus; he traveled with Paul to Asia. He
also traveled to Rome after Paul s arrest; he too was charged
with Paul s crimes of treason Philemon 24. He was a real
companion, willing to face jail and death instead of leaving his
friend.
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John Mark: the believer who redeemed himself. He had left
the mission field in disgrace and cowardice. Now he has been
renewed and Paul is asking that they receive him as if he were
Paul. When a believer fails and sins, even to desertion of
Christ; he is to be welcomed back once he repents. We are not
to ever hold ones failure against him or her. We have been
forgiven so much therefore we must forgive and welcome them
back.
VERSE 11: And Jesus, which is called
Justus, who are of the circumcision.
These only are my fellowworkers unto
the kingdom of God, which have been
a comfort unto me.
Justus who was a Jew; who turned from religion to Christ.
He lived in Rome and their Paul led him to Jesus. It is an
essential that those involved in any religion to turn to Christ
Matt. 7:6, 21.
VERSE 12-13: Epaphras, who is one of
you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you,
always labouring fervently for you in
prayers, that ye may stand perfect and
complete in all the will of God. For I
bear him record, that he hath a great
zeal for you, and them that are in
Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis.
Epaphras is the believer who prayed fervently and worked
hard for the believers of his Church. He was the Colossian
church pastor. He was a faithful minister of Christ. He was so
connected and dedicated to Christ that Paul called him my
fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus Philemon 23. He fervently
labored in prayer for his people. He worked hard for his own
church and other churches around his.
VERSE 14: Luke, the beloved physician,
and Demas, greet you.
Luke: he was Paul s beloved physician; his medical treatment
was diligent and compassionate.
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Demas: he was the disciple that started well but slipped back
into his worldly ways.
VERSE 15: Salute the brethren which
are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the
church which is in his house.
Nymphas: the believer with an open house. He was from
Laodicea and was known for his great testimony. His home
was a welcome haven for all believers, even using his home for
a church. Ro. 12:13; Tit 1:8; Heb. 13:8; 1 Pet. 4:9.
VERSE 16 And when this epistle is read
among you, cause that it be read also
in the church of the Laodiceans; and
that ye likewise read the epistle from
Laodicea.
No one knows for sure what this letter to the Laodiceans is or
what happened to it. The important point is both these letters
were to be circulated among all the churches. They are for
every generation and are timeless.
VERSE 17: And say to Archippus, Take
heed to the ministry which thou hast
received in the Lord, that thou fulfill
it.
Archippus: he is the one Paul gave special duties and one
that needed encouraged to; continue the fight in taking the
gospel to a lost and dying world. How many start and never
finish the task and ministry given them.
VERSE 18: The salutation by the hand
of me Paul. Remember my bonds.
Grace be with you. Amen.
Paul the believer who was faithful to the Lord; to the point of
suffering; facing imprisonment and even death. His last words
were to remember him and for grace to be with all who would
read this letter.
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PHILEMON

INTRODUCTION
AUTHOR: PAUL THE APOSTLE
TIME: Approximately ad. 60-63
Who it is written to: Philemon
This man Philemon was a wealthy member of the church at
Colosse. The letter was delivered by one of Paul s fellow
ministers by the name of Tychicus, he delivered this personal
letter while delivering Paul s letter to the Church.
Tychicus had a companion on this trip, a man by the name
of Onesimus he was a run away slave belonging to Philemon.
Onesimus had just recently been converted.
PURPOSE
There was a twofold purpose in Paul writing this letter.
1. To instruct Philemon in forgiving Onesimus for running
away
2. To give instruction to the Colosse church on forgiveness
and how masters and slaves are to live work together.
Read Colossians 3:22 thru 4:1 also read Ephesians 6:5-9
OUTLINE OF PHILEMON
I. A great Christian man verses 1-7
II. A man Greatly Changed: Onesimus verses 8 - 21
III. A Final Greeting: Some believers in the early church verses
22-25
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PHILEMON

Verses 1-7: Paul, a prisoner of Jesus
Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto
Philemon our dearly beloved, and
fellowlabourer, And to our beloved
Apphia, and Archippus our
fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy
house: Grace to you, and peace, from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. I thank my God, making
mention of thee always in my prayers,
Hearing of thy love and faith, which
thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and
toward all saints; That the
communication of thy faith may
become effectual by the acknowledging
of every good thing which is in you in
Christ Jesus. For we have great joy and
consolation in thy love, because the
bowels of the saints are refreshed by
thee, brother. A Great Christian Man:
This man Philemon stands for us as an example of
Christian behavior his obvious commitment is found in verses
1& 2. We have met him before in the book of Colossians as his
home is where they met and his son was the Sheppard of the
church.
This commitment comes across in four areas of his life.
First Philemon was so committed to Christ that Paul called
him beloved and even more he called him dearly beloved
this is phrase for a brother held ever so close to Paul s heart.
Notice the closeness of these two friends. Paul does not say
anything of his position or authority. He states rather that he
is a prisoner of Jesus Christ he was at this present time in
a house jail in Rome because of his testimony for Christ.
Philemon was a strong supporter of Paul, one so strong in
Christ he was counted beloved by God s chosen servant, Paul.
Look at these references John 13:34, 35; John 15:12, Hebrews
13:1, 1Peter 1:22
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Second Philemon was so committed that he was a tireless
laborer. He worked diligently; so much so Paul calls him a
fellow laborer Paul felt he was an equal in labor and for
Christ. Here is a wonderful thought for us; what a testimony to
have. To work so diligently that we would be counted a colaborer with Paul.
We need to view this as a challenge to serve Christ better.
Lets read what Paul says here in Romans 12:1,2 I beseech
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. One needs to
read also Paul s words to the Corinthian church in 1 Cor. 3:9,
15:58; 2 Cor. 6:1
Third Philemon was so committed that he centered his family
in Christ Apphia was his wife and Archippus his son.
Archippus is addressed by Paul as a soldier of the cross. This
is statement that Archippus had done some missionary work
with Paul.
He was very likely the Pastor of the Colosse church as we see
here in Col. 4:17 And say to Archippus, Take heed to the
ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou
fulfil it. What is needed is to see the dedication of this family
to Christ.
Philemon had planted the roots of his family deep in Christ.
He supported his son s ministry and his wife supported him
being the head of the home. Here is a powerful example of a
Christian family each person in the family is fulfilling their role
in the family and in ministry to and for Christ.
Fourth and last his commitment to Christ caused him to
open his home to be a church. For the first 200 years or so
after the resurrection there were no church buildings as we
know them. Just house churches, they met in a different one
each day, 7 days a week.
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Philemon was one of those who opened his home. It would be
interesting to see how many today would open their home this
way today?
How many love Christ enough to open there home on a
regular basis, enough to forfeit rest, relaxation, and family
time?
The Basic Need of Philemon he like each of us has these
some two basic needs. He needed grace: Titus 2:11-15 1Cor
1:4. He needed peace: 1Thess 1; 1, John 14:27. Peace with
God: in our lives, that restored relationship of no longer being
enemies. Peace of God is that feeling on desperate times that
everything will be all right.
The Testimony of Philemon is found in verses 4&5. Think
about what Paul said I thank God for you . Wouldn t it is
wonderful to have a testimony so strong that Paul would
thank God for it. His testimony was so strong that it stirred
Paul to pray for him not just every now and then, but always.
His testimony was steeped in love: love for his family, his
workers, and his brethren in the church look at these verses 1
Thess. 1:3 Remembering without ceasing your work of
faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; also 1
Thess 3:12 And the Lord make you to increase and abound
in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as
we do toward you:
His testimony was steeped in faith: Philemon understood
what it means for the just to walk by faith He lived in
dependence on God. He no longer fought and struggled to gain
that which quickly went away. He rather sought a higher way
to live.
Paul gives a prayer he needed in verse 6. This brief prayer is
one that every strong believer needs. Paul is asking God to
help Philemon to share his faith more and more effectively.
Paul said every good thing is said to be in Philemon. It is
those very things Paul is praying for others to acknowledge
and want in their own lives. What are they? The following
characteristics;
Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness and self control. Also included would be life
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abundant and eternal, a glorious hope. When those around us
see these qualities in our lives they will without doubt want
the same hope we have for further proof read the following
Acts 4:20, 2Tim 2:2, 1 John 1:3
Paul describes the Love of Philemon in verse 7.Here was at
least one man who loved everyone and proved it by helping
those in need, He refreshed them.
William Barclay gives us a valuable insight here to those who
want more and more of Christ. We learn about Christ by
giving to others. It means that we receive from Christ by
sharing with others. It means that by emptying ourselves we
are filled with Christ. It means that the poorer we make
ourselves in giving; the richer we are in the gifts of Christ.
The man who knows the most of Christ is not the
intellectual scholar, not even the saint who shuts himself up
and spends his days in prayer, but the man who moves in
loving generosity among his fellow men Matt. 5:16, John
4:35,36; Galatians 6:2,10; 1 Tim 6:18; Hebrews 13:16; James
4:17
Verses 8-9: Wherefore, though I might
be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee
that which is convenient, Yet for love's
sake I rather beseech thee, being such
an one as Paul the aged, and now also
a prisoner of Jesus Christ.
Paul now takes up the reason for the letter A CHANGED
MAN one who was a runaway slave but was coming back far
different. In this passage we see how radically changed a
person becomes when Jesus enters their life. We also find
here how that person should be treated afterward.
Paul proceeds to ask a special favor of Philemon. Paul could
have demanded that the favor be granted. He doesn t though
instead he asks or entreats Philemon on behalf of Onesimus
how could Paul do this especially when the other person
doesn t want to? Because of Paul s love for Philemon and his
love for Paul. Notice also these other two reasons that love
brings into play. First it is the right thing to do that is to
forgive especially a brother in Christ. Second it is a believer s
duty to forgive.
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A believer should always do the right thing, his duty. Paul
could but did not demand of Philemon. He rather beseeched
(begged) pleaded urged him to do right because of Paul s love
for him.
Paul has used three appeals to Philemon's heart
First Paul appeals on love: Love of Christ and love of others
Philemon should love enough to grant the request.
Second Paul appeals on age: He was an older man, possibly
in his upper fifties which was fairly old for that day. Philemon
out of respect for his elder should grant it.
Third Paul appeals on the fact that he is a prisoner of Christ:
His suffering laid the groundwork for so many to be saved.
What was Paul s request? It concerned Onesimus, a former
slave of Philemon, a slave who had run away to gain his
freedom and had fled to Rome. Imagine Onesimus coming
back from Rome and handing him this letter. What were his
thoughts? Here is his runaway slave who had broken the law,
a major one at that and Philemon had the right to have
Onesimus severely beaten if not executed if he so desired. Now
this same slave is standing at the door with a letter from the
greatly loved Apostle Paul asking for just the opposite.
Verses 10-11: I beseech thee for my son
Onesimus, whom I have begotten in
my bonds: Which in time past was to
thee unprofitable, but now profitable
to thee and to me:
Paul starts his letter to Philemon by telling him that this is a
begotten man , one who is now born again. Onesimus was a
changed man , one who had been begotten born again. Paul
had brought him to the Lord , while a prisoner in Rome how
did this slave come in contact with Paul? First thing of note
he was not a prisoner because he was free to go back to
Colosse. How then you say, most likely some believers
befriended him and brought him to meet Paul. They knew that
Onesimus s first need was Jesus as Saviour and they saw to
that need and then Paul would deal with the rest.
Paul held nothing back. He readily admitted Onesimus was
wrong in running away . Paul said Onesimus had become
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unprofitable or useless to Philemon . Now with Christ in
Onesimus s heart he is quite profitable both for Philemon and
for Christ.
What can we learn from Onesimus encounter with Paul, first
that Jesus Christ changes lives. He takes that which is
useless, good for nothing and makes that individual the most
useful, profitable imaginable. Jesus can take nothing and
make something out of any person no matter how low a
person is morally or how far a person has sunk or even what a
person has done
How , by creating the person new , giving a new birth a new
personality . ref. John 1:12,13; 2Cor. 5:17; Col. 3:8-10 ; Tit. 3:
4-7 ; 2 Peter 1:4.
Verses 12-14: Whom I have sent again:
thou therefore receive him, that is,
mine own bowels: Whom I would have
retained with me, that in thy stead he
might have ministered unto me in the
bonds of the gospel: But without thy
mind would I do nothing; that thy
benefit should not be as it were of
necessity, but willingly.
Onesimus faced his past to right his wrong we find this is
clear evidence of a changed heart. Christ always has this done
when a person gets saved. Changing a life of wrong and evil, to
a life filled with love and goodness and justice.
Notice how much Paul had grown to love Onesimus,(v.12) he
said that he was sending Philemon part of his own heart. This
man who had been a law breaker and theif had become
extremely dear to Paul. Sending him back was as if Paul had
cut his heart out and sent it to Philemon.
Onesimus would have been such help to Paul there in a
Roman cell. He could have provided Paul companionship ,
encouragement, and his assistance in writing and getting the
word out would be invaluble.
Paul however would not ask him to stay why? The answer is
seen in verse 14. It is because Paul would do nothing without
the consent of Philemon. Onesimus belonged to Philemon and
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also owed a debt to him. If kindness or helpfulness is forced it
becomes at the least insincere. Proper actions must come from
proper motives.
Therefore only Philemon could determine where Onesimus
would serve. Onesimus would stay there with him or go back
to Rome to be with Paul. See how Paul opened the door for
Philemon to not only face Onesimus, but to willingly give him,
his freedom to go and serve the gospel with Paul. To reenforce
this Paul in Col. 4:7-9 All my state shall Tychicus declare
unto you, who is a beloved brother, and a faithful minister
and fellowservant in the Lord: Whom I have sent unto you
for the same purpose, that he might know your estate, and
comfort your hearts; With Onesimus, a faithful and
beloved brother, who is one of you. They shall make
known unto you all things which are done here. We see
included is Onesimus in the list of ministers serving with Paul.
He elevated Onesimus to a position of one who could share the
happenings in the Roman church. One need only read Romans
Chapters 15&16 to see who all Paul lists as doing this with
him.
So what can we take from this just this a believer is to make
restitution and right wrongs in so far as it is humanly
possible. The very cause of Christ is to teach and charge as
many people as possible to live righteous and Godly lives. To
care for one another. If believers shirk their duty, then what
value is their Christianity. Look here at Christs words in Luke
11:9-10 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you. For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened. Also Lev. 6:4; Pr. 6:31; Ezekial 33:15
Verse 15: For perhaps he therefore
departed for a season, that thou
shouldest receive him for ever;
Onesimus was a changed man; what a change had taken
place. First he had been changed by the power of God.. By
God s providence Paul lets Philemon know that Onesimus had
left foe a breif time that he might return forever . God was over
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seeing the whole of the events for the purpose of Onesimus
being saved.
Philemon and Onesimus now would be able to live forever
together Christian bonds transcend human barriers and
earthly relationships.
Verse 16: Not now as a servant, but
above a servant, a brother beloved,
specially to me, but how much more
unto thee, both in the flesh, and in the
Lord?
Onesimus had been changed from a slave to a brother and
not just a brother but a beloved brother . He had become the
Lords freeman (1 Cor.7:21 Art thou called being a servant?
care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it
rather.) Paul says he left a slave, but he was now above a
slave, he was now a beloved brother who was now of great
value and was now of much more value to Philemon.
When Christ changes a life, that life is changed eternally.
Christ creates entirely new relationships no matter what it
once was.
n A master -slave relationship
n A friend -enemy relationship
n A victim - criminal relationship
n A love - hate relationship
n A marriage - divorce relationship
n An abused - hurtful relationship
If a person is truly changed, he is to be received as a beloved
brother why?
Because God has put His hand upon the person and changed
him forever . Again lets read what Jesus said in Matt. 22:39
And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. John 13:34,35 A new commandment I
give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved
you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to
another. Also Pauls words in Romans 13:8-10;Gal.3:26-28
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Verse 17-18: If thou count me therefore
a partner, receive him as myself. If he
hath wronged thee, or oweth thee
ought, put that on mine account;
Onesimus was to be received and trusted
Paul makes an astounding request of Philemon. He is to
receive Onesimus as though he were receiving Paul himself. If
Philemon counted Paul as an associate, a partner in spiritual
matters then receive Onesimus as he would Paul.
Most would not want a slave in there company let alone a
slave that steals. Paul wants him accepted as a partner and
treated as though nothing had ever happened. This is a perfect
picture of how God accepts those who have received Christ as
Saviour.
God receives them as he receives Christ the Son. Paul is
extremely sincere in his request. Martin Luther said we are
all the Lord s Onesimus .
Verse 19: I Paul have written it with
mine own hand, I will repay it: albeit I
do not say to thee how thou owest
unto me even thine own self besides.
Notice what Paul says, first he wrote this letter with his own
hand instead of his secretary. This shows us just how
important this message and issue is to him. It is no less so
where God the Father and our salvation is concerned. He had
the words of his love letter penned by men who were moved by
God the Holy Spirit so we would know how much He loves us.
Paul says that since Onesimus had no way to pay his debt he
would personally pay whatever money or goods owed by
Onesimus. This is how Christ does us He takes all of our sin
debt that we could not pay and placed it to His account. Lets
read here how Peter adds to it in 1Peter 2:24 Who his own
self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we,
being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by
whose stripes ye were healed.
Why would he accept this, because of his debt of salvation to
Paul.
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Verse 20: Yea, brother, let me have joy
of thee in the Lord: refresh my bowels
in the Lord.
He said he would be filled with joy if Philemon would agree to
return Onesimus to him. The word bowels here is talking
about the heart or the emotions so Paul is saying his
emotional state would be lifted by this act of love.
Verse 21: Having confidence in thy
obedience I wrote unto thee, knowing
that thou wilt also do more than I say.
He had great confidence that Philemon would grant the
request and go beyond that in some way maybe an offering of
money or such to help Paul in Rome.
The one thing people need is to be received . No matter how
low or base , sinful and derelect. A person needs to be received
and brought into the fellowship of Christ. The church tends to
shun the low and outcast. We must always remember; we are
debtors to Christ and to the world, every man ,woman, and
child. Whatever our station in life there will always be
someone better and someone worse off than we are.
Here are some references in regard to what we are to be
focused on Matt. 28:19-20;Matt. 16:15; Acts 1:8; Romans
1:14,15; 1 Cor.4;7 and 6:20; 2Cor 8:9; 1 john 3:16
Verse 22: But withal prepare me also a
lodging: for I trust that through your
prayers I shall be given unto you.
Paul begins to close with a final greeting. This closes the brief
letter of Paul to his dear friend. As usual Paul closes with
greetings to and from various believeers. These closings
contain significant information on some of the 1st. century
believers lives. There are 6 people mentioned here .
First however Paul is eternally optimistic. Paul here in this
brief prayer expresses his faith and optimism that their
prayers would see him freed. What an impact prayer can
make God answers prayer because he promised too.
The problem lies in the fact that we do not take God at His
word; we do not exercise His promise. We do not pray as we
are repeatedly encouraged to do as seen in these verses 1
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Corinthians 16:11 Let no man therefore despise him: but
conduct him forth in peace, that he may come unto me:
for I look for him with the brethren. Matt. 26:41; 1 Thess
5:17 says Pray without ceasing. James adds this in James
4:2 yet ye have not, because ye ask not. He is certain that if
believers would ask in the right manner God would answer
their prayers; also James 5:13 Is any among you afflicted?
let him pray here James says clearly if you are having
problems then the solution starts with prayer.
Verse 23: There salute thee Epaphras,
my fellowprisoner in Christ Jesus;
Paul begins his greetings with one toward his dear friend
Epaphras who like Paul had been imprisoned for his faith at
some point and then released. We can look at the letter to
Colossians and learn these things about this man.
n He was the minister of the Colossian church (Col 1:7)
n He was a faithful minister of Christ (Col. 1:7)
n He was a servant of Christ (Col. 4:12)
n He was a fellow servant who was extremely dear to
Paul (Col. 1:7)
n He was committed and dedicated to Christ as seen here
in verse 23
n He was one who labored and toiled in prayer for his
people in Colosse (Col. 4:12)
n He had on e item he prayed: that they might be perfect
and complete in all the will of God; that they might
know the complete will of God and do his will perfectly
(Col.4: 2)
n He was a minister who worked hard for his church and
all surrounding churches. (Col. 4:13) such as in
Laodicea, Hieroplis.
n
Verse 24: Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas,
Lucas, my fellowlabourers.
John 4:34, 35; I Cor 9:24,25; 2 Tim 1:6
Paul next lists John Mark a man redeemed. Mark was the man
who redeemed himself. Mark had once turned back from
traveling with Paul in Acts 12:25 And Barnabas and Saul
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returned from Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled their
ministry, and took with them John, whose surname was
Mark. And Acts 13:13 and John departing from them
returned to Jerusalem. Now Paul recommends him to the
Colossian church if he manages to get there. It seems that the
church s had been informed of his previous desertion. Now he
has repented and recommitted his life, therefore, Paul says he
was to be welcomed.
Notice this when a believer fails and sins, even if his failure is
desertion of Christ, he is to be welcomed back with open arms
once he has repented. We must not hold a person s failure
against them; Christ has forgiven us so much all of us.
Therefore we must forgive and welcome our brothers and
sisters back into our hearts and lives.
Lets look at Acts 8:22 Repent therefore of this thy
wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine
heart may be forgiven thee. along with 1Peter 4:9 Use
hospitality one to another without grudging . And Psalms
51:9 Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine
iniquities.
Next Paul address s Aristarchus; a man always there.
He is one of Paul s faithful companions, one who was always
there when needed. He is always with Paul and other
believers joining them in trial and suffering.
n He was a member of the Thessalonica church (Acts
19:29)
n He was one of the believers attacked by the mob at
Ephesus
n He went with Paul to minister in Asia (Acts 20:4)
n He traveled with Paul to Rome after Paul had been
arrested
n He was a fellow prisoner with Paul, while awaiting trial
for treason.
The point is; he was a real companion, one who stood by the
side of his fellow believers through thick and thin. He would
never think of deserting his dear companions or the Lord, no
matter how difficult the task or trial. He would face
imprisonment with them instead of being a turncoat. We could
all take a lesson in loyalty from this precious saint. Gal. 6:2
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Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of
Christ. Heb. 13:3 Remember them that are in bonds, as
bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as
being yourselves also in the body.
Next Paul greets Demas: a man who forsook Christ one of the
few dark spots in Paul s ministry. Demas was a man who
turned away from Christ and back to the world.
His life is written in tragedy, a life to serve a warning to others
believers. A life lived to show each of us the importance of
walking daily with and in Christ. At first he is a fellow laborer
(Philemon 24) later just a name with no comment at all.
Already his defection of spirit is felt as seen in Col 4:14 and
Demas, greet you. Finally he is Demas who loved this
present world in 2 Tim 4:10
The last greeting is to Luke, Paul s friend and physician: he is
a man who gave all to Christ (24)
Here is a man that gave up all the world had to offer. He
was a physician who was beloved of Paul. Luke is one of the
gospel writers and also the writer of the book of Acts. He was
probably the first medical missionary. His medical treatment
of believers was diligent, compassionate warm and personal.
He had an effective ministry for Christ. John 13:34, 35; 1
Thess 3:12 And the Lord make you to increase and abound
in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as
we do toward you: 1 Peter 1:22 Seeing ye have purified
your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto
unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one
another with a pure heart fervently:
Verse 25: The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit. Amen.
Thus Paul closes this personal letter by asking God s grace to
be poured over Philemon s spirit.
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